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REPORTS FROM CHAIRMEN OF SECTIONS—BY DR. 
PARVIN, CHAIRMAN SECTION OF OBSTETRICS. 


The hour of ten o’clock having arrived, Dr. 
Parvin, of Indianapolis, Indiana, chairman of 
section No. 2, read an address having peculiar 
reference to the branch of medical science 
committed to the section. 

On motion the thanks of the Association 
were extended to Dr. Parvin for his address, 
and the paper referred to the section for its 
action. 


A CONSTITUTIONAL POINT. 


Dr. White, of Buffalo, moved to set aside the 
order of business that Dr. Pallen might read 
his paper on Gynecology, announced on the 

rogramme. The motion elicited an excited 

iscussion, and it was finally decided that the 
paper not having been reported from the section 
to which it belonged could not properly be 
read before the general body. 


HYGIENIC RESPONSIBILITY. 


Dr. A. N. Bell, of Brooklyn, New York 
chairman of the section on State Medicine and 
Public Hygiene, read an address. It was at- 
tentively listened to, and some portions much 
applau ed: 

‘It is held in law that whoever accelerates 
death causes it.’—Taylor’s Medical Jurispru- 
dence. American edition, 1861, p. 740. 

Progress in measures for the protection of 
human life consists in exposing the consequen- 
ces of their neglect. The fall of a frail struct- 
ure in Brooklyn, a few weeks ago, overwhelm- 
ing nine or ten men in the ruins, killing three 
outright, wounding several others, shocked the 
whole community. Policemen and coroners 
rushed to the rescue; his Honor the Mayor, 
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the Health Commissioners, the contractors and 

the undertakers vied with one another in their 

lively sense of the catastrophe. And the 

action of the Common Council was invoked to 

prevent the recurrence of such an accident in 

the future. Such is the natural horror of death 

when suddenly brought face to face with small 

motives. Three days later, in the same city, a 

whole row of half-built houses tumbled down, 

invelving much greater loss to the contractor 

than in the former case, but as there happened 

to be nobody in them at the time, to be killed, , 
the circumstance attracted but little notice; it 

was only an unfortunate accident to the con- 

tractor, an incident to his occupation. These are - 
fair examples of common occurrences of careless- - 
ness in regard to the safety of human life. 
throughout the country. Occasionally one: 
reraescigain. for the number of its victims. 
ry such as that of the Mill River disaster, . 
and it is fora time made the theme for pulpit 
eloquence. Mill dams everywhere are held up- 
as suspicious structures, liable at any time to. 
break away, and demonstrate, to the satisfac- 
tion of those who build them, the uncertainty, 
of human life. 

* * * * * * & «x 


The mortality of the United. States for 1870 
was 492,263. A glance at this tabulated esti- 
mate in the census report will show that about 
one-half of the total number of deaths was 
caused by the diseases due for the most part to 
miasms, consequent upon soil saturation and 
stagnant water. That from consumption alone 
there were 69,896 deaths. From enteric, inter- 
mittent, remittent and typho-malarial fevers, 
and cerebro-spinal meningitis, there were 34,529 . 
deaths. Rheumatism, acute pulmonary affec- 
tions, croup, diphtheria, and many other diseases 
well known to be largely due to, or promoted by: 
the same cause, may, for our present purpose, . 
be left out of the count. Of the 69,896 deaths. 
from consumption, and 84,521 deaths from ordi- 
nary miasms, uarters of them, at the. 
least, or more than 75,000 lives, might have been. 
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saved by drainage. For illustrations of the re- 
sults of defective drainage, it is more difficult to 
go amiss ‘than to designate. For its considera- 
tion in detail in some of the States. attention is 
invited to the special reports submitted by the 
members of the section representing them. 
Since writing up the subject for the City of 
Brooklyn and County of Kings, for the report on 
the State of New York, Dr. James Watt, regis- 
trar of vital statistics to the Brooklyn Board of 
Health, has kindly prepared for me a table 
showi'g the comparative mortality from con- 
sump ion in the different wards of the city. Its 
fult value to Brooklyn can be appreciated by 
those only who are familiar with the city topo- 
graphy, while it illustrates conditions common 
ww all our large cities. 

Take, fur example, an old and well-built up 
ward (the Third), containing a population of 
9984, which is not known to have any soil 
saturation, its situation being such that the or- 
dinary street grading and sewer culverts effectu- 
ally drain it. The deaths from consumption in 
this ward last year were fourteen; or 1.40 per 
1009 of the population. An adjoining ward 
- (the Sixth), with a population of 28,296, of cor- 
resp»nding large area, however, it being even 
less denseiy built up than the former, but about 
one-half of it subject to svil saturation, had of 
deaths from consumption 171, 6.04 per 1000 of 

pu'ation. Sixty-one of these deaths occurred 
in hospitals situated in this ward, and were in 
part from other wards. After deducting the 
‘whole sixty-one there still remain 4 per 1000, or 
tee three times as many deaths per 1000 of 
population from consumption over this area of 
soil saturation as in the one devoid of it. 

Of malarious and zymotic diseases generally, 
‘the deaths over the non-saturated soil (of the 
Third Ward) were 2.40 per 1000 of population. 
From the same diseases in two soil-saturated 
wards (Twelfth and Eighteenth), extending 
-over a large area, and for the most part sparsely 
built up, as compared with the non--aturated 
-area, there were 9.86 per 1000 of population, or 
mearly four times as many. I might thus go 
over the whole city and show the influence of 
soil saturation on the mortality, point out the 
neglected natural soil saturation in one place, 
and the carelessly constructed soil saturation in 
‘another. 

Tue total number of deaths in Brooklyn last 
year was 10 968, and not less than one-fourth of 
them were accelerated by defective drainage 
And yet Brooklyn is no exception in this regard. 
On the contrary, the death rate of Brooklyn 
compares iuvorably with other of our large 
ities, which is abundantly shown by the follow 
ing examples. The total annual death rate o 
Brookiyn, fr m consumption, last year, was 3.47 
per 1000 of population (census of 1870), ana 
‘on the whole number of deaths the per cent. for 
consumptuon was 12.55. In the City of New 
York, on an «stimated population at the present 
of 1,00°,00J, there are of deaths from consump- 
tion 4.13 per 10U0 and 14.22 per cent of the 
total mortality. Boston, 3.96 per 1000 of popu- 
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lation, 13.84 per cent. of total mortality ; Phila. 
delphia, 3.05 per 1000 of population, 13.65 per 
cent. of total mortality ; San Francisco, 2 74 
per 1000 of population. 14 12 per cent. of total 
mortality ; Albany, 3.43 per 10UU of population, 
15.50 per cent. of total mortality ; New Orleans 
(where the ben: fits of a mild climate opposed to 
consumption are condoned by defective drain- 
aye), 3.96 per 1000 of population. 13.84 per 
cent. of total mortality. By States, of the total 
mortality in the United States 12.45 was caused 
b consumption. In New York, 16.17; District 
ob Columbia, 21.19. A concise table of the 
ratio of the deaths from consumption in every 
State in the Union may be found in the * Dic- 
tionary of Elevations and Climatic Register,” 
by Dr. J. M. Toner. Under approximate tem- 
perature the rati- of mortality from consumption, 
in regard to defective drainage, will be found 
scarcely less deviating than miasmutic fevers. 

Wherever misery, disease and short life pre- 
dominate there always exists, at man’s disposal, 
the means of relief; to find out and apply these 
means is the exervise of sanitary science. 

It becomes our duty as sanitarians to show 
the authorities that it costs less to have human 
habitations constructed with regurd to the pro 
tection of life, with provision for an abundant 
supply of pure air, water, and light, paved and 
cleanly streets, efficient drains and sewers, than 
it does to neglect these provisions; that im- 
perfectly constructed houses, mill-dams, steam- 
ships, and other human habitations and high- 
ways all fall under the category of neglected 
measures accelerating death. 

On motion the thanks of the association were 
tendered to Dr. Bell, and the paper referred to 
the section for action. 

The secretary then read the following pa- 
pers :— 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRIZE ESSAYS. 


To the President of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation :— 

The committee on prize essays have to report 
that they have received but one paper. _ 

The committee, after careful examination of 
the essay submitted, are of opinion that though 
it possesses considerable merit it is not entitled 
to one of the prizes tendered by the Associa- 
tion. G. K. Jounson, Chairman. 

H, O. Hircncock. 

This report was accepted und filed. 


COMMUNICATION FROM PHILADELPHIA COUNTY 
MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Pariapenpuia, Feb. 17, 1874. 


Dr. S. D. Gross:—At a recent meeting of 
he Philadelphia County Medical Soviety you 
were appointed chairman of the following com- 
znittee of fifteen; S D. Gross, L. Turnbull, W. 
8. Atkinson, A. Fricke, D. Burpee, H. Lenox 
{lodge, R. E. Rodgers. W. L. Atlee, J. G. Stet- 
ler, va O'Hara, D. Hayes Agnew, I. S. Eshle- 
man, W. H. Pancoast, Robert Burns, Edward 
Wallace, in accordance with the following reso 
sutions -— 
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“ Whereas, In view of the approaching cen- 
tennial celebration it is right and proper that 
this society, embracing, as it does, in its organi- 
zation the medical practitioners of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, should take the initia- 
tive relative to the medical portion of said cele- 
bration ; therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That we hereby invite our medical 
brethren of the world to assemble in medical 
congress in Philadelphia, July 4th 1876, and 
we also invite the medical society of the State 
of Pennsylvania, and the American Medical As- 
sociation. to hold their annual sessions at the 
same time, in order to discuss the important 
medical topics of the day. 

“Rexolved, That an executive committee of 
fifteen members, including the president of this 
society, be appointed to carry forward the ob- 
jects expressed by the foregoing resolutions. 

Very respectfully, 
H. Leaman, 
Recording Secretary, Phila. Co. Society. 

The resolutions were referred to the next 

meeting of the association. 


NECROLOGY. 


The report on the necrology of the year, from 
Dr. A. M. Sager, was referred, without reading, 
to the Committee of Publication. 

The names of the following gentlemen were 
announced as having been appointed 


DELEGATES TO FOREIGN BODIES. 


. J. Levis, Philadelphia, Pa. 

. G. Brinton, Philadelphia, Pa. 

. M. Drysdale. Philadelphia, Pa. 

. C. Howard, New York. 

. Seguin, New York. 

. C. Lane, California. 

. D. Jackson, Kentucky. 
J. 
0. 
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Erwin, Mansfield, Ohio. 
eo. W. Burton, Mitchell, Indiana. 


REPORT OF DR. SEGUIN. 
Dr. E. Seguin, of New York, submitted the 
following report :— 
Mr. President and Members of the American 
Medical Association :— 


You sent me as a delegate to the British 
Medical Association, and to other kindred Euro- 
pean societies, for the year 1873-4. 

Ill health did not permit me to attend other 
meetings than those of the British Association 
in London, and of the French Association for 
the Advancement of the Sciences in Lyons. 

By both societiesI was received, for your own 
sake, as the most worthy among you could have 
been, and allowed the most cordial hearing 

I took this opportunity to advocate, with 
slight variations, in London and in Lyons, a 
theme of great importance. I mean the ques- 
tion of harmonizing our means of observation 
and of record, and of instructing therein 
mothers and nurses. 

The British Medical Association ordered the 
printing of my lecture, and the section of medi- 
cine of the French Asscciation for the Advance- 
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ment of the Sciences voted the nomination of a 
commission to arrange the preliminaries of an 
international agreement on this subject. The 
motion was firm!y supported by Professor Ver- 
neuil, President of the Section of Medicine, 
and by Professor Morey, of the Cullege de 
France, and carried. 

At this point I ask the concurrence of the 
American Medical Association, thinking that 
we must not now remain behind in a question 
in which we were ahead last year. 

This question is of incalculable interest. 

Our methods and instruments of observation 
are discordant in results and in scales; our 
clinical tables differ from nation to nation, from 
one hospital to another, and are almost ignored 
in private practice; family physicians are 
halghess to supply their share of the advance- 
ment of science, because they do not educate 
mothers to be their clinical assistants, and 
mothers and nurses remain a prey to the vilest 
quackeries, because we do not teach them better. 

As soon as the object of this communication 
shall be attained, the observations of physicians 
will become comparable, at a glance, and their 
record be as positive as those of the operations 
of the chemist, the physicist and the dynamist. 

Moreover, women will be more useful when 
they form a higher estimate of their functions 
in the sick chamber ; and when they know that 
diseases are natural deviations from natural 
laws, they will cease to look for supernatural 
means of restoring natural health. 

These considerations could be much enlarged. 
To save time I cut them short, and conclude by 
asking the American Medical Association to 
form an international commission of physicians 
of high standing, speaking the European lan- 
guages, and designing to go to Europe this sum- 
mer. To charge them to represent the American 
Medical Association befure the British Medical 
Association, the German and French Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, and other 
kindred societies; to promote interchange of 
ideas, and particularly to cojperate with them 
in any plan, scheme or organization which 
would have for direct object the uniform estab- 
lishment and propagation of the methods and 
instruments of positive observation. And, 
finally, to invite them to report on the progress 
of this work, at the next meeting of this Asso- 
ciation. 

On motion the report was received, entered 
upon the records, and the recommendations 
adopted. 


A PROPOSAL TO AMEND PLAN OF ORGANIZATION, 


Submitted by Dr. Adams Jewett, of Ohio, is as 
follows :— 

First sentence of paragraph eight of article 
11, p. 403 of Transactions for 1873, reads as 
follows :— . 

“The nent members shall consist of all 
those who have served in the capacity of dele- 
gates, and of such other members as may re- 
ceive the appointment by unanimous vote, and 
shall continue such so long as they remain in 
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good standing in the body from which they 
were sent as delegates, and comply with the 
requirements of the by-laws of this Association.” 

propose that this sentence be amended so as 
to read as follows :— 

The permanent members shall consist of all 
those who have served in the capacity of dele- 
gates, and of such other members as shall have 
received the appointment by unanimous vote, 
and of all others who, being members in good 
standing of any State or local medical societ 
entitled to representation in this body shall, 
after being vouched for by at least three mem- 
bers, be elected to membership by a vote of 
three-fourths of the delegates in attendance, 
and shall continue such so long as they remain 
in good standing in the body of which they 
were members when elected to membership in 
this Association, and comply with the require- 
ments of its by-laws. 

This was laid over for one year. 

LIBRARIAN’S REPORT. 


The following report was submitted by the 
Librarian : — 
Liprary oF THE AMERICAN Mepicat Assocta- 
TION, WASHINGTON, D. c., April 1, 1874. 


Mr. Presipent:—I have the honor to report, 
as Librarian, that during the past year, as 
shown by the yy oy catalogue, there 
have been added to the library sixty-nine dis- 
tinct titles, exclusive of yearly volumes of 
transactions of societies, reports of hospitals and 
boards of health, and volumes of medical journals. 
where these have been previously catalogued as 
distinct titles. Perhaps the most important in- 
cluded in this list of the past year is the manu- 
script deposited by Dr. J. M. Toner, entitled, 
“ Physicians (list of the) of the United States. 
with their post office address, and school of prac- 
tice, returned by the Assessor of Internal Reve- 
nue.” This addition makes the library to con- 
sist at present of four hundred and thirty-one 
distinct titles, and an analysis of these titles, 
as published in previous volumes, will show 
that the library so far is composed mainly of 
incompiete volumes, and incomplete numbers of 
medical journals, society and hospital reports. 
a complete set of any publication being a 
marked exception rather than the rule; add to 
this, pamphlets and volumes of comparatively 
little importance at the present day, and, with a 
few exceptions, they constitute the library of 
the American Medical Association. The litera- 
ture of mtv | finds but a slender representation 
upon its shelves, and this is due in part to a 
want of action upon the suggestion made by 
Dr. Ashford and the present librarian in pre- 
vious a that the transaction of the Asso- 
ciation be furnished as exchanges wherever a 
suitable return may be looked for to enrich the 
library. For example, the library is wanting 
in many of the valuable publications of the 
medical departments of the United States army 
and United States navy, and it cannot ask for 
them with any good grace, as they are not sup- 
plied with the transactions. Some of the lead- 
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ing medical journals of the country, as the 
American Journal of Medical Sciences, Boston 
Medical Times, Medical and Surgical Journal, 
New York Medical Record, New York Medical 
Journal, Louisville Practitioner, and others 
receive the yearly volume of transactions, and 
have done so for years, yet their publications 
are not represented on the library shelves; 
while other journals, which send their numbers 
regularly from month to month and year to 
year, receive no acknowledgment in this form. 
The Committee of Publication declares itself 
powerless to remedy this state of things, having 
no authority from the Association to act with 
discretionary power, and the librarian hopes 
that this year, at least, some notice will be taken 
of the suggestion. 

The form of the catalogue has been changed 
this-vear, and it is hoped advantageously, and 
will be adhered to in future. Accompanying 
this is an account of necessary expenditures 
and receipts during the year, and the librarian 


.takes this opportunity, in the name of the Asso- 


ciation, to express thanks to all those who have 
contributed tv the growth and preservation of 
the library, and to request that each and every 
society and institution having representation in 
this Ass ciation and publishing its transactions 
or records would furnish as full sets of the same 
as is in their power, to the library. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wu. Les, Librarian, 
2111 Pennsylvania Avenue. 


The report was accepted, and on motion the 
following was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Committee of Publication 
be empowered to exchange copies of our trans- 
actions with all State Medical societies and 
journals ; also, with the Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery of the Army and Navy, and with 
the library of Congress. 

Resolved, That a similar exchange be entered 
into with the various foreign medical societies. 


RESOLUTIONS, 


By Dr. Woodward, United States army, con- 
tinuing the Committee on Representation in 
Nomenclature, College of Surgeons, London. 
Adopted. 

By Dr. Wilson, of Michigan, of censure on a 
physician. Referred to Judicial Council. 

y Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, the following : — 

Resolved, That a suitable die fur a medal, 
with a likeness of Dr. N. 8. Davis on one side, 
and the name and date of the organization of 
this Association on the opposite, be procured by 
this Association, and that hereafter one be fur- 
nished to each delegate on becoming a member. 

The resolution was adopted, and Drs. Toner, 
Woodward and Keller appointed a committee to 
procure the die. 

By Dr. A. M. Pollock, of Pittsburg, the fol- 
lowing, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of fifteen be ap- 
pointed by the President of this Association, to 
confer with the committee appointed by the 
Philadelphia County Medical Society relative to 
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the meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion in Philadelphia in 1876, and be required to 
report the result of their conference to this 
Association at its next meeting. 


EXONERATED. 


Dr. N. S. Davis, chairman of the Judicial 
Council, reported that Dr. W. H. Myers. of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, was a physician in good stand- 
ing. and was exonerated from all charges pre- 
ferred against him. 


A RELIC, 


Dr. Wm. Brodie, of Detroit, presented to the |, 


Association the original copper plate on which 
was engraved the cards of membership used 
when the Association met in Detroit in 1856. 

On motion the plate was accepted and placed 
in the archives, and a vote of thanks tendered 
to Dr. Brodie fur the valuable relic. 

While waiting for the report of the Committee 
on Nomination, Dr. Davis. at the request of Dr. 
Brodie, took up the time in giving his views 
upon the method of conducting the business of 
the meetings. 


COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 


The president announced the following as the 
committee of conference with the Philadelphia 
County mene contemplated by the resolution 
of Dr. Pollock: Dr. Pollock, Pittsburg, Pa. ; 
Dr. Atlee, Lancaster, Pa ; Dr. Green, Easton, 
Pa.; Dr. Curwen, Harrisburg, Pa.; Dr. Lyons, 
Williamsport, Pa. ; Dr. Gillett, Franklin, Pa. ; 
Dr. Lee, Philadelphia, Pa.; Dr. Halberstadt, 
Pottsville, Pa.; Dr. King, Pittsburg, Pa.; Dr. 
John Lowman, Johnstown, Pa.; Dr. Eugene 
Smith, Michigan; Dr. N. C. Husted, New 
York City; Dr. E. Lloyd Howard, Baltimore ; 
Dr. J. H. Wheeler, Nashua, N. H.; Dr. L. F. 
Warner, Boston. 

Dr. Brodie announced to the Association that 


HON. GEO. V. N. LOTHROP 


Was in the room, and calls were made for him 
to appear. Mr. Lothrop came forward, and was 
introduced by President Toner. He said he did 
not know what his disease was, that he should 
be taken in hand so summarily. That the doc-1 
tors must find out. They are the great masters 
of remedies, and must get him out of the diffi- 
culty. He congratulated the citizens of Detroit 
upon being permitted to have in their midst 
such an array of talent and learning, and he 
joined most heartily in a cordial welcome to all. 

The Committee on Nominations not yet being 
ready to ey the Association adjourned to meet 
at 9 o’clock this morning. 


FOURTH DAY’S SESSION. 


The Association was called to order by the 
President, and by unanimous consent the read- 
be the minutes was dispensed with. . 

n motion Dr. E. W. Jenks was added to the 
delegates authorized to represent the Association 
before similar foreign organizations. 
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 


On motion the following were appointed a 
committee to digest a plan for an International 
Medical Association; Drs. J. M. Toner, of the 
District of Columbia ; N.S. Davis, of Chicago ; 
Alfred Stillé, of Pennsylvania; Austin Flint 
Sr., of New York, and J. S. Billings, United 
States Army. 


PAY FOR THE SECRETARY. 


Dr. T. Parvin, of Indiana, moved that an ap- 
ropriation of $300 be made to recompense the 
Goudy for his services. ; 
After a short discussion the sum to be paid 
was fixed at $500, and in this shape the motion 
was passed. 


THE NOMINATIONS. 

Dr. H. T. Byford, of Colorado, submitted the 
report of the Committee on Nominations, which, 
after various corrections, was adopted, as fol- 
lows :— 

The Committee on Nominations respectfully 
report that they suggest the following gentlemen 
for the various offices named :— ; 

President—Dr. W. K. Bowling, Tennessee. 

Vice-Presidents—Drs. William Brodie, of 
Michigan; J. J. Woodward, of United States 
Army ; H. W. Brown, of Texas; H. D. Didama, 
of New York. 

Treasurer—Dr. Caspar Wister, of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Librarian—Dr. William Lee, of District of 
Columbia. . 

Committee on Library—Dr. Johnson Elliott, 
of District of Columbia. 

Assistant Secretary—Dr. Will. Walling, of 
Kentucky. 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. Edward 
Richardson, Chairman; Lawrence Smith, Robert 
Gale, James Holland, Henry Bullit, J. M. 
Keller, D. W. Yandell, Lewis Rogers, R. C. 
Hewett, all of Louisville. 

Commit'ee on Prize Essays—Drs. J. D. Jack- 
son, L. P. Yandell, J. A. Octerloney, all of Ken- 
tucky ; Theophilus Parvin, T. M. Stevens, both 
of Indiana. 

Committee of Publication—Drs. F. G. Smith, 
Wm. B. Atkinson, D. Murray Cheston, Caspar 
Wister, Alfred Stillé, all of Pennsylvania ; Wil- 
liam Lee, of District of Columbia ; H. F. Askew, 
of Delaware. 

Next place of meeting, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Time of meeting, First Tuesday in May, 1875. 

The Secretary then read the following 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION. 


The Committee of Publication respectfully, re- 
rt that the ms. of the last volume was put 
into the hands of the printer at the close of July, 
1873, and that it was distributed to the members 
of the Association about the middle of the 
ensuing October. 
It is scarcely necessary to say that the last 
volume, being a small- one, might have been 
ublished at an earlier date had it not been 
esirable to awajt replies to the annual circular 
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containing the information needed to determine 
the size of the edition it would be prudent to 
issue. The importance of delaying the publica- 
tion until this information is obtained may be 
readily understood by every member of the 
Association who has observed the many super- 
numerary volumes of bygone years annually ex- 
hibited by your committee in their report, and 
they can only add that they have exhausted 
every effort to avoid an unnecessary accumulation 
of volumes. 

In the report of your committee last year the 
authors of communications were earnestly ex- 
horted, for their own safety as well as for the 
credit of this Association, to spare us labor, to 
save your committee any unusual responsibility 
and care in superintending the publication of 
their contributions. They beg again most earn- 
estly to reiterate their counsel, the importance 
of which can scarcely be over-estimated. 

Your committee deem it their duty also to call 
the attention of the Association to a subject of 
equally great importance. The reports of sec- 
tions at the last meeting having been made by 
phonographers who were not medical men, were, 
as furnished by them, comparatively useless. 
The copy literally swarmed with errors, blanks, 
and unintelligible phrases, to such an extent as 
seriously to impair the value of the reports. 

It need scarcely be affirmed that all discus- 
sions by medical men should be reported by 
persons having a medical education. For it is 
evident that in such matters the skill, intelli- 
gence and industry of a layman, with extremely 
few exceptions, amount scarcely to anything. 
This is especially illustrated in the frequent ex- 
perience of every one who reads the record of 
autopsies, the evidence of experts, etc., recorded 
in the secular press. A mistake in a few im- 
portant words covers just the interval between 
sense and nonsense. 

The discussions in the sections are reported 
for the benefit of the whole profession, and if 
worth sporting at all they should be reported 
accurately and well. A report even approxi- 
matively correct cannot be made except by one 
of medical education. It is sincerely hoped 
that this counsel will be heeded. 

The following schedule exhibits the present 
number of each volume on hand and those dis- 
posed of since last report. 

In concluding this report the chairman begs 
leave respectfully to tender his resignation and 
to ask to be discharged from further duty on the 
committee. 

After twenty years of continuous. service he 
feels that he has performed his share of a labor 
not always of the most agreeable character, and 
that he has a right to ask that younger and 
fresher hands may be invited to thesé duties. 

In his long term of service his sole aim has 
been to discharge his duties to the best interest 
of the Association. 

And which has been respectfully submitted. 

Francis G. Suita, Jr.. Chairman. 

The following is the formal resignation of the 

Treasurer, accompanying the report :— 
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The office of Treasurer has been held, through 
the favor of this Association, by the pre-ent in- 
cumbent, for nineteen years, and he now indulges 
the hope that in consideration of his long ser- 
vices he may be granted a release; therefore, 
thanking the Association for its long continued 
confidence, he offers his resignation. 

Caspar Wister. 

On motion the reports of the Publication 
Committee and Treasurer were accepted. 


RESIGNATIONS REFUSED. 


Dr. William Brodie, of Michigan, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted unani- 
mously :— 

Resolved, That, in view of the eminent services 
of Drs. Wister and Smith, we respectfully return 
to them their respective resignations, and insist 
that they shall continue in the performance of 
the duties of their respective offices. 

At this juncture the Secretary announced the 
reception of the following telegram :— 


Cincinnati, O., June 5, 1874, 9.15 a. m, 


Secretary of the American Medical Associa- 

tion :— 

Dr. George Mendenhall, ex-President of the 
Association, died last night. 

CuarLes MENDENHALL 

The reception of the telegram caused audible 
expressions of regret in all portions of the 
house, and a motion was at once passed request- 
ing the President to appoint a committee to draft 
suitable resolutions in reference to the deceased. 


DR. GROSS’ ADDRESS. 


Dr. Keller, of Kentucky, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution in reference to the address 
of Dr. Gross :— 

Resolved, That in furtherance of the views 
expressed by Dr. Gross in his valuable address, 
touching a proper legislation to prevent the 
spread of syphilis, a committee, composed of Dr. 
Geum, Dr. N. S. Davis, Dr. J. M. Toner, Dr. 
Marion Sims and Dr. John Morris, be appointed 
to report at the next meeting the most feasible 
plan for securing such legislation. 

The resolution was adopted. 


SURGERY IN THE WEST. 


A record of what the West has done for 
American surgery, by Dr. Paul F. Eve, of 
Nashville, Tennessee, was submitted to the 
Association by Dr. Brodie, who said it had 
been received by mail too late for reference to 
the proper section. 


AMPUTATION AT THE HIP-JOINT. 


The first successful amputation at this 
articulation, in America, and it may be the first 
successfully performed in civil practice the 
world over, was done by Walter Brashear, mM, D., 
of Bardstown, Nelson County, Kentucky, in 
August, 1806, the same year that the peng 
American surgeons, Drs. Dudley and Mott, 
graduated in medicine. The — was a boy 
of seventeen years; the method of operation, 
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the circular, with incision over the trochanter 
major, to complete the disarticulation. After his 
recovery he went to St. Louis, Missouri, where 
he was a resident in 1846. 

Ata public dinner given to the celebrated 
Henry Clay, by the City of New Orleans, Dr. 
Brashear being also present, to a sentiment com- 
plimentary to this operation, the great Kentucky 
orator exclaimed: “‘ Doctor, they have got you 
on the hip.” 

It was nearly twenty years, viz., in 1824, be- 
fore this most formidable of all amputations 
was successfully repeated in this country, and 
then performed by the most skillful surgeon she 
has ever produced, the late Valentine Mott. 


FIRST EXCISION OF THE CLAVICLE, 


In 1828 Dr. Mott published his case of ex- 
cision of the clavicle for sarcoma, believing it 
at the time to have been the first operation of 
the kind ever performed. So formidable, too, 
did he consider it, that he subsequently called 
it his ‘‘ Waterloo operation.” Little did he 
suppose that here again he had been preceded 
by another Kentuckian, just as he had been in 
the hip-joint amputation, and it so happened by 
about the same number of years. The first suc- 
cessful excision of the entire clavicle ever 
achieved was done by Dr. Charles McCleary, of 
Hartford, Ohio County, Kentucky, on the 4th of 

- May, 1811, as reported by James H. Johnson, 
u. D., of New Orleans, Louisiana, in the Medical 
and Surgical Journal, of that city, for 1850. 
Dr. Gross, in volume 2, page 1078, of his System 
of Surgery, says it was done in 1813, and ona 
boy of fourteen years, for scrofulous caries of 
the right collar bone, who survived the operation 
many years. 

OVARIOTOMY. 


To Dr. Ephraim McDowell, of Danville, Boyle 
County, Kentucky, is the world indebted for an 
operation now performed everywhere, to the 
saving of thousands of lives, heretofore con- 
demned to a lingering death by an incurable 
affection. The cutting out of a diseased ovarium 
successfully was first done in the well known 
case of Mrs. Craryford, in Danville, December, 
1809. This was soon followed by two other 
cases, and the three published in 1816 in the 
Eclectic Repertory and Analytic Review, of 
Philadelphia. The learned Dr. Gross, of Phila- 
delphia, and talented Dr. John D. Jackson, of 
Danville, Kentucky, have convinced the pro- 
fession that to a backwoodsman of America, 
without now the shadow of a doubt, we owe the 
origin of the most hazardous, delicate and 
wonderfully successful operation in gynecology. 


EXTIRPATION OF THE UTERUS. 


Prof. Gross, in his Surgery (vol. 2d, page 926) 
says: Vaginal hysterotomy was first perform 
in this country in 1830, by Dr. J. Briggs. of 
Kentucky. Prof. Bowling publishes the fact 
that Dr. J. M. Briggs, Sr., of Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, has priority for this operation in the 
United States, 
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LITHOTOMY AND THE DUE PREPARATION FOR A 
CAPITAL OPERATION. 


Dr. Benjamin Winslow Dudley, late of Lex- 
ington, Kentucky, has confessedly done more with 
the roller and simple diet than any one who has 
practiced medicine. No surgeon, by these 
simple means, ever accomplished so much. It 
was reserved for him to teach the profession 
how to prepare a patient for a critical operation. 
He will long be known as the great lithotomist 
of the nineteenth century. It has been said of 
him that he operated one hundred times in suc- 
cession, for stone, without a death or failure. 

Here, then, in a few words, is what a single 
Western State, Kentucky, has done for Ameri- 
can surgery, and this, too, in a period of some 
thirty years Can as much be said of an 
other, or even an approximation to it? It 
does seem most wonderful. First in amputation 
at the hip joint, first in excision of the clavicle, 
first in ovariotomy, first in vaginal hysterotomy, 
first in lithotomy, Kentucky should henceforth 
be called the banner State for surgery. 


RESECTION OF THE INFERIOR MAXILLARY BONE. 


On the 6th of February, 1810, Wm. H. 
Deadrich, m. p., then a practicing physician in 
Rogersville, Hawkins county, Tennessee, re- 
moved nearly one-half of the lower jaw bone 
from a lad fourteen years of age, “ without 
known precedent or professional counsel or 
aid.” The patient fully recovered. This was 
the first operation of the kind ever performed, 
and was we ae | published in the American 
Recorder, of Philadelphia, then in “ Gibson’s 
Surgery.” The case excited at the time great in- 
terest, both in this country and Europe. Dr. 
Mott; Mr. South, editor of the English edition 
of Chelius’ Surgery; Dr. Blackman, editor of 
Mott’s Velpeau’s y Sandi Dr. H. H. Smith 
successor of Prof. Gibson; Prof. Gross, and 
others. have all admitted that this was the first 
operation of the kind. In the “ Cellections of 
Remarkable Cases of Surgery,” edited by my- 
self in 1857, is a letter to Dr. Avent, then chair- 
man of the Surgical Committee for Tennessee, 
1853, now Professor of Surgery in the Memphis 
Medical College, from Dr. Lea. one of Dr. 
Deaderich’s friends, dated December, 1822,which 
stated that he induced Dr. D. to publish this 
case. No one now doubts his claim to priority 
in this operation. The truth is, the operator 
was a gi man in many respects, and was 
one of a talented family. His younger brother 
is one of the present judges now on the Supreme 
Bench of Tennessee. 


INTUSSUSCEPTION SUCCESSFULLY RELIEVED BY 
GASTROTOMY,. 


In the Pennsylvania Medical Journal, 1865; 
republished in the American Journal of Medi- 
cal Science the same year, is the separ of 
a case of intussusception by Mr. W.W. Thomp- 
son, then a student of medicine, of an opera- 
tion by John R. Wilson, m. p., on a negro man 
twenty years old, in December, 1831, then of 
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Reuterford county, Tennessee. Other means 
having failed, seventeen days after obstinate ob- 
struction in the bowels, the abdomen was opened 
by an incision two inches above and three below 
the umbilicus, when the ileum was found in- 
vaginated and threatened with mortification ; 
was drawn out carefully and released; the 
wound then closed by sutures and plasters, 
when the patient soon voided the crude mercury 
he had taken the night before. He fully re- 
covered. This was done, as will be remembered, 
in the days of slavery, and but for which it 
would probably have never been attempted. 
So hazardous an operation in regard to diagno- 
sis and result has not yet met with much en- 
couragement by the profession. 


CURATIVE TREATMENT FOR VESICO-VAGINAL FIS- 
TULA. 

It was while the distinguished J. Marion 
Sims, M. D., etc., was practicing medicine at 
Montgomery, Alabama, that he successfully in- 
troduced the method for relieving one of the 
most deplorable affections in the female sex. 
He says himself, as if by inspiration, in the happy 
combination of the duck-bill speculum, silver 
suture and sigmoid catheter, he finally succeeded 
in permanently closing the fistulous opening 
between the bladder and vagina. The de- 
tails of his operation were first published in 
the American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 
for 1852. His peculiar speculum has actually 

roduced a new era in the treatment of female 

iseases. Dr. Sims now resides in New York 
City, is the bearer of the Cross of Honor from 
France, Belgium, Spain, Portugal, and Italy. 
He was Surgeon-in-Chief of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can ambulance at the battle of Sedan, which 
culminated in the downfall of the French em- 
pire under Napoleon 111. He is also the author 
of several works on gynxcology, and the 
founder of the New York Woman’s Hospital. 


SUCCESSFUL APPLICATION OF A LIGATURE TO THE 
BRACHIO-CEPHALIC ARTERY. 


Of fourteen published attempts to ligate 
the arteria innominata, the only one which the 
atient survived occurred to Dr. Andrew 

oods Smyth, of New Orleans, La. The 
operation was performed in the Charity Hospital 
in that city, on the 15th of May, 1869. Its 
success was attributed by Dr. Smyth, and no 
doubt correctly, to his tying also the right 
vertebral artery. Ligatures had previously 
been applied simultaneously to the innominate 
and right carotid ; but hemorrhages recurring 
at irregular intervals, at the end of fifty-four 
days the operator tied the right vertebral. 
Four months from the first operation the patient 
was announced to have fully recovered. 


EXCISION OF THE ULNA AND RADIUS—THE USE- 
FULNESS OF THE LIMB PRESERVED. 


The operation of removing the entire ulna 
and radius, except a small portion of the lower 
og wag of the latter, was first performed 
by Dr. Compton, in 1853, when he was con- 
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nected with one of the medical colleges of New 
Orleans, and is published in the Medical Regis- 
ter of that city. Dr. Gross and Dr. Ashhurst 
admit it in their works on surgery, and it is 
found in my collection of ‘‘ Remarkable Cases 
in Surgery.” The accident requiring its per- 
formance occurred to a sailor boy, who, while 
asleep on the anchor chain, was caught in its 
running out, and the limb severely fractured. 
April 18th, the doctor removed both radius and 
ulna entire, excepting a portion of the inferior 
end of the former bone. The forearm is two or 
three inches shorter than the other, but it has 
resumed a healthy condition, can be used to a 
limited extent, and the boy, eleven years of age, 
fully recovered. 


EXTIRPATION OF A PORTION OF THE OS COCCYGIS 
FOR NEURALGIA. > 


The late Prof. Josiah C. Nott, m. v., of 
Mebile, Alabama, first exsected part of the 
os coccy gis for distressing nervous affection of the 
neighboring soft parts. This he did by remoy- 
ing two segments of this bone in 1843, ofa 
lady patient of twenty-five years, who had been 
a great sufferer, and whom he partially relieved 
by it. This is believed to be the first instance 
of such an operation. The case is published in 
the New Orleans Medical Journal, for May, 
1844, and copied by the American Journal of 
the Medical Sciences for October of the same 
year. In Prof. Gaillard Thomas’ edition of the 
celebrated accoucher of London, Prof. Barnes 
(whom I had the pleasure of meeting last year 
in London), it is stated that J. C. Nott, m.p., 
performed this operation for coccydinia, fifteen 
years before the late Dr. James Y. Simpso 
did it. 
SUCCESSFUL EXCISON OF SIX INCHES OF GAN- 

GRENOUS INTESTINE IN HERNIA. 


Dr. Charles A. Luzenberg, while in charge 
of the Charity Hospital of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, soon after his return from 
Europe, 1834, laid open a strangulated 
hernia, and finding the intestine completely 
mortified, did not hesitate to remove the 
dead parts, stitched the serous surfaces to- 
gether, and the patient fully recovered in thirty- 
five days. As early as 1832, he recommended 
the exclusion of light to prevent pitting in 
small-pox. Dr. Luzenberg died quite young, 
less than forty-three years old, but had already 
acquired the reputation of a veteran and most 
skillfal surgeon, not only in the land of his 
adoption, but also in Europe, where, like the 
great Physick, he was elected a member of the 
Academy of Medicine. 


EXTIRPATION OF THE KIDNEYS. 


The first, and probably the only successful re- 
moval of the kidney performed in this country 
occurred in the practice of Prof. G. T. Gilmore, 
u. D., now of-Mobile (Alabama) Medical Col- 
lege, during December, 1870, the patient, @ 
negro woman, aged ery and she pre 
nant. Prof. Simon, of Heidelberg, as is well 
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known, revived the operations on this organ by 
the successful result of his case of extirpation 
in 1870, while it may be true that Marchetti, an 
Italian surgeon, had practiced nephrotomy dur- 
ing the seventeenth century. veral recent 
attempts at these operations have all proved fa- 
tal Dr. Gilmore's, we believe, is the only one 
which has succeeded in America. His patient, 
as a recent letter informs us, has again been 
— delivered of a living ‘child. Of course 
the distinction is here made between the extir- 
pation of the organ under consideration and 
nephrotomy proper. 

REMOVAL OF THE CRISTA GALLI FOR FRACTURE OF 

THE CRANIUM—PATIENT SURVIVING SIX DAYS. 


This is believed to be the only case of the 
kind on record. and from the Nashville Journal 
of Medicine and Surgery, for 1852, has been 
extensively copied. It may be the only one in 
which this portion of the cranium was ever re- 
moved by an operation. On the 15th of De- 
cember, 1851, the writer, assisted by the late 
Prof. John M. Watson and Dr. Conwell, still a 
ay ay of this city, relieved a patient who 

ad been dashed out of a buggy against a tele- 
graph pole, he being drunk while his horse ran 
away with him. The os frontis was extensivel 

fractured, the shock so great that his pulse fell 
to forty-four, and his breathing became stertor- 
ous. ‘Twelve pieces of bone were elevated, the 
hemorrhage from the nose ceased, and the circu- 
lation rose to sixty-two. In one of the frag- 
ments removed the crista galli, with the fora- 
men cecum, are distinctly recognized. The 
patient, unfortunately, became uncontrollable, 
would get out of bed,-walk into an adjoining 
room, and in these movements struck his fore- 
head. From the exposure to cold weather, so 
great that the wet cloths applied to his head 
and wound would freeze, it became necessary 
to remove him a distance of some hundred 
yards, to a room with a fire. Cerebro-menin- 
gitis had, however, supervened, and he died on 
the sixth day, having, however, lived long 
enough to create hopes that under more auspi- 
cious circumstances he might have recovered. 
Was this possible ? 

The paper was, on motion, referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 

_ Dr. A. Garcelon, of Maine, offered the follow- 
ing resolution :— 

Resolved, That the Committeeon Nominations, 
at our subsequent meeting, be requested to hold 
evening sessions, or at such other hours as will 
hot interfere with attendance upon the general 
sessions, thereby giving its members the oppor- 
tunity of attendance upon the public addresses 
and discussions of the Association. 

After an exciting discussion Dr. Garcelon 
withdrew it, and Dr. J. Marion Sims, of New 

ork, renewed it. 

= motion the resolution was laid upon the 

e. 


CANADIAN RESOLUTION. 


Dr. Hall, of Toronto, submitted the following 
resolution :— 
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Resolved, That the Canadian physicians at- 
tending this meeting of the American Medical, 
Association cannot take their departure without 
giving expression to their sense of appreciation 
of the fraternal kindness extended to the medical 
profession of Canada by favoring them with in- 
vitations and bestowing upon them such gener- 
ous hospitality. 

Dr. Hall, in presenting the resolution, said 
that he wished to express the thanks of the 
Canadian delegates for the reception which had 
been tendered to them by the Association. He 
felt that himself and his associates had derived 
very great benefit from the meeting. They had 
become aware that medical science fad advanced 
to a very high point in the United Stutes, and 
the result of the meeting had been to increase 
the liberality of all the delegates, who had 
learned to respect each other, and to labor more 
mutually for the good of the profession. Dr. 
Hall expressed the good will which Canadians 
and Englishmen feel toward the Americans, and 
especially to men engaged in similar professions. 
He spoke very wittily of the peculiar differences 
between American and Canatlian institutions, 
and of the different forms of government in 
Great Britain and the United States, alluding to 
the good looking Queen who governs the former, 
and to the rather grim looking soldier who rules 
over the latter. In conclusion, Dr. Hall trusted 
that they might next year see a large number of 
the members of the American Medical Associa- 
tion at the meeting of the Canadian a 

Dr. Richardson, of Toronto, seconded the 
resolution, saying that he could not allow the 
opportunity to pass to express his thanks for 
the honors and courtesies he and his friends 
from Canada had received. He had not felt that 
he was a Canadian or a stranger. Both by 
members of the Association and by citizens of 
Detroit they had been received with such friendli- 
ness that they felt that no words of appreciation 
could be extravagant. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Illinois, responded to the 
kind sentiments expressed by his Canadian con- 
freres, for, he said, that in these meetings the 
greatest benefits which were received were not 
the acquisition of knowledge, but the kindling 
of emulation and professional pride. The friendly 
contact of these meetings would send the dele- 
gates to their homes, he said, with that magnet- 
ism which would do them more good than their 

atients receive from pills and powders. He 
rad himself been in attendance at the meeting 
of the Canadian Medical Association, and had 
received the kindest and most hospitable treat- 
ment. He rejoiced that the profession to which 
he belonged contained such ornaments to medi- 
cal science as are now to be found in Great 
Britain, Canada and the United States, and that 
the science has no boundaries save the desire to 
benefit the human race. 

The resolutions were adopted. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The roll of members was then read and con- 
firmed. 
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Dr. Wm. Brodie announced that 427 members 
and 100 ladies had been in attendance, beside the 
Canadian delegation of fifteen. 

Mrs. Eliza S. Leggett presented to the Society 
a book written by her father more than a hun- 
dred years ago, and also a pamphlet, showing 
that that gentleman was the first to introduce 
the doctrine of Jenner into this country, and the 
lancet with which the vaccination was made. 
Accepted with thanks. 

The minutes of the various sections were 
received and referred to the Publication Com- 
inittee. 

Dr. Lee, of Philadelphia, offered the following, 
which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Per- 
manent Secretary to furnish the Committee on 
Nominations, immediately upon its appointment, 
a complete list of the members of the Associa- 
tion and a copy of the minutes of the last meet- 
ing. 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Dr. H. B. Baker, of Michigan, offered the fol- 
lowing proposed amendment to the Constitution, 
which under the rules was laid over until the 
next session of the Association :— 

The officers of the several sections shall be 
nominated by the sections in and for which said 
officers are tu serve. 


THE NEXT MEETING. 

Dr. Richardson, of Louisville, Kentucky, 
chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, 
extended a cordial invitation to all present, and 
especially to his Canadian brethren, to be pres- 
ent at the meeting to be held in Luuisville. 


MORE THANKS. 

Dr. Porter, of Maryland, offered a resolution 
of thanks to Peter Nebroth, janitor of the Opera 
House, and to the attendants in general, for 
their politeness and attention. 

Dr. Brodie, on behalf of the citizens of De- 
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troit, expressed the great pleasure which they 
had experienced in enterta:ning the members of 
the Association and the ladies accompanying 
them, and their hopes to again have the same 
pleasure and privilege. 


PRESIDENT’S VALEDICTORY. 


There being no further business before the 
Association, Dr. J. M. Toner, the President, said: 

GENTLEMEN :—Your labors are brought to a 
close. We are about to adjourn the twenty- 
fifth annual meeting of the American Medi- 
cal Association. 

Before putting the motion that shall at once 
terminate the session and my official relations to 
this body, permit me once more to thank you 
for the courteous and efficient manner in which 
you have supported and assisted me in conduct 
ing the business that brought us together, and 
congratulate you for the philos»phic, thorough 
and intelligent manner in which you have 
viewed and discussed the different questions 
that have been presented before us. 

I am quite sure that this meeting will be con- 
spicuous in our annals, and long remembered 
by all who have participated in its profitable 
deliberations, and have partaken of the m- 
bounded hospitalities of the people of Detroit, 
The character of the work done by us mus 
serve to make this Association more extensively 
known throughout the world, and its pur 
and its aims better understood, both by the peo- 
ple and the profession of the United States. 

I am confident we all feel more than rewarded 
for our attendance by the new ideas we have 
gained and the actual increase of our profound 
knowledge, and by the cementing of old friend- 
ships and the formation of many new and ' 
agreeable acquaintances. ; 

The question now before us is that the Ameri- 
can Medical Association adjourn to meet in 
Louisville, Kentucky, on the first ‘Tuesday in 
May, 1875. Adjourned. 








EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 





PERISCOPE. 


New Treatment of Chronic Dysentery. 

Dr. B. H. Washington gives a treatment, in 
the Nashville Journul of Medicine and Surgery. 
which he has tried with success in this obstinate 
complaint. His words are :— 

I direct my patient to use a wet bandage, 
covering the whole stomach and bowels; let 
him have a couple of short loops attached to the 
wet bandage (two thicknesses of cloth), about 
eight inches apart. and on the dry bandage out- 
side (four thicknesses), have a button sewed op- 
posite each loop; then, with a rag string about 
an inch wide thrown over the neck, he can pass 





the latter through the short loops, and fasten on 
the buttons. Thus arranged, the bandaze will 
be kept smooth, and not slipping down all 
the time. 

The next step is to have the patient regularly 
dry-cupped the whole length of the spinal column, 
every alternate night, not merely as an altera- 
tive and excito-secretory remedial agent, but 
absulutely as a healer of the ulcerations. U!- 
cerations of various kinds can readily be cured 
by dry-cupping alone, but in such a disease it 
is, of course, far the best plan to secure all the 
adjuncts we can, and I therefore use the wet 
bandage in all intestinal derangements. — : 

Of the efficacy of the wet bandage in intesti- 
nai derangements, I will mention a single case. 
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While practicing in Logan county, Kentucky, 
I was called in consultation on a case of phthi- 
sis, the patient, aged sixty, rapidly wasting 
away with colliquative diarrhcea and night 
sweats. I directed him to have a wet bandage 
applied constantly, day and night, reaching 
from the collur-bone to the pubix, and a mild 
cough-mixture was also prescr.bed. The physi- 
cian. after we left the room, remarked that the 

atient would never come out of that room alive. 
This was in October. In the following April, 
while pussing a corn field, I was hailed, and the 

rson calling me was the patient prescribed for 
in October. He was ploughing, and in the 
highest glee imaginable ; “for,” said he, ‘as 
soon as 1 begin to get tired, I go to the creek 

onder, and change my-wet bandage, and there 
is not a young man in the field whv can keep up 
with me ploughing.” 

In chronic diarrhoea and ‘dysentery the skin 
is almost always dry and torpid, and to relieve 
that I! make my patient wet down from head to 
foot every day, with hot water and a coarse 
cloth, until the skin is fairly started ; then once 
or twice a week will be suffic ent. This, how- 
ever, is merely an adjuvant ; my prima remedy 
is to make the patient drink as much wa'er as 
the stomach will bear, and as often as_ possible. 
This water should have bicarb. potass., about 
thirty or forty grains to the pint. in solution, 
and 

seannot carry it off. and the skin is absolutely 
forced to go to work, whether willing or not. 

When the ulceration is strictly confined to 
the rectum, the injections of the chlorate of 
potash would no doubt prove serviceable ; but I 
cannot think it could be made to reach ulcera- 
tions higher up in the large intestine. 

When the patient first begins to use the water 
he should use it only a little colder than the 
body, and the bandage should be wet again as 
often as it begins to get too dry or too warm. 
Thus managed, the ulcerations will soon be 
healed up, and the patient rapidly regain his 
health, if not utterly hopeless from the first. 

_———_ og oo 


e should drink so much that the a 


REvigws AND Book NOorTICcEs. 


NOTES ON CURRENT MEDICAL 
LITERATURE. 


—We acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing pamphlets :— 

What Effect Does Syphilis Have Upon the 
Duration of Life? By Fred. R. Sturgis, a. ». 

The Electrolytic Treatment of Cancer. By 
A. D. Rockwell, m. p. 

Observations in Electro-Therapeutics. By A. 
D. Rockwell, a. p. 

The Treatment of Uterine Flexures. By Ely 
Van de Warker, m. p. 

Fiftieth Aunual Announcement of the Jeffer- 
son Medical College, Philadelphia. 


Reviews and Book Notices. 
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Closing Lecture Delivered at the Woman’s 
Medical College of Pennsylvania. By Sarah 
R. A. Dolley, m. v. 

Second Annual Report of the Franklin Re- 
formatory Home for Inebriates, Philadelphia. 

Biblivtheca Glottica. By E. Steiger. 

Syphilitic Membranoid Occlusion of the Rima 
Glottidis. By Louis Elsberg, m. p. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


A Treatise on Food and Dietetics, Physiologi- 
cally and therapeutically considered. By F, 
W. Pavy, m. D., F.R.8., etc. Phila., H.C. Lea. 
1874. pp. 575. : 

The simplest problem of physiology, at least 
the primary and fundamental one, * how food 
supports life,” is by no means elucidated yet, 
Liebig’s beautiful theories, so universally ac- 
cepted a dozen years ago, are not only ques- 
tioned to-day, but the precise reverse of them 
is maintained by most eminent physiologists. 
It is so hard to interpret experiments aright, 
and they themselves are so conflicting, that it is 
very nearly “‘a’ a muddle” yet. 

Dr. Pavy undertakes to give a careful and 
impartial summary of the various theories of 
alimentation, a detailed description of alimen- 
tary substances, and a series of instructions.on 
dietetics. His original studies are few, and do 
nut seem to throw much light on debated points, 
but he is an extensive reader, and a judicious 
compiler. 

As there is no other recent work of the kind 
in English, he has accomplished a useful labor, 
and as the profession is daily becoming more 
alive to the prophylactic and therapeutic value 
of proper food, his work will meet a growing 
demand. > 
A Conspectus of the Medical Sciences; Com- 

prising Manuals of Anatomy, Physiology, 

Chemistry, Materia Medica, Practice of Medi- 

cine, Surgery and Obstetrics, for the use of 

students. By Henry Harrsuorng, a. m., 

am. D., ete. Second edition. Enlarged and thor- 

oughly revised, with 477 illustrations. 

Philadelphia, Henry C. Lea. 1874. 1 vol, 

8vo, pp 1024, 

This convenient little manual for students, 
especially for those preparing for examiuation, 
has met with a deserved popularity, asthe prompt 
sale of the first edition testifies. It has been 
carefully revised, and improved in a number of 
particulars, and of its kind is the best book we 
know of in the American market, 
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The REPORTER aiths to represent the Profession 
of the whole country, and ‘not merely sectional or 
local interests. 

Hence, Reports of the Proceedings of Medical So- 
cieties, Correspondence, Notes, News, and Medical 
Observations from all parts of the country are so- 
licited and will be gladly received for publication. 

(> Subscribers are also requested to forward 
copies of newspapers containing Reports of Medical 
Society Meetings, Marriages or Deaths of physi- 
cians, or other items of special medical interest. 

The experience of country practitioners is often par- 
ticularly valuable, acquired as it generally is by in- 
dependent study and investigation. The REPORTER 
aims especially to furnish a medium to bring this 
information before the general medical public, and 
it is a duty to the profession to publish it, 

(> To insure publication, articles must be prac- 
tical, brief as possible to do justice to the subject, 
and carefully prepared, so as to require little revi- 
sion. 

The Editor disclaims responsibility for any state- 
ment made ovef the names of correspondents. 








OUR MEDICAL SERIALS. 

Our serial publications are the weekly Mepr- 
cal AND Surcicat Reporter ; the Hatr-Yearty 
Compenpium or Mepicat Science, published 
each January and July, constituting a supple- 
ment to the Reporter, not repeating any article 
contained in the latter, and giving a carefully 
condensed view of the progress of all branches 
of medical science throughout the world each six 
months; and the Puysicran’s Pocket Recorp 
anv Visitine List, published annually. 

The terms of these are as follows, payable in 
advance. 


Med. and Surg. Reporter (weekly), a year, 


- Half-Yearly Compendium of Med. Science, 3.00 


Reporter and Compendium, ee 
Physician’s Daily Pocket Record, - - 1.50 
Reporter and Pocket Record, - - - 
Reporter, Comp. and Pocket Record,- - 

Dr. D. G. Brinton has entire charge of both 
the business and editorial management of these 
publications. All communications should be 
forwarded to him, and all drafts, checks, post- 
office orders, etc., made payable to his order, at 
the following address :— 


OFFICE OF 
THE MEDICAL anv SURGICAL REPORTER, 
115 South Seventh Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 











[Vol. xxx. 


VOLUME XXXII. _. 

The present number closes the thirtieth yol- 
ume of the weekly Mepicat anv Suraicat Re- 
PORTER. We have strenuously endeavored to 
render it an improvement on those that have 
preceded it, and continue that endeavor with 
each incoming volume. 

The next, VOLUME THIRTY-FIRST, will have a 
series of interesting contributions from prac- 
tical physicians; regular hospital reports from 
the most able clinical teachers in Philadelphia, 
New York, and other cities; and a number of 
letters from a correspondent in Canada, and an- 
other in Europe, both practiced writers and 
close observers. 

The July number of the Hatr-yearty Cou- 
PENDIUM OF MepicaL Scignce, now ready, 
makes, with the Rerorrer (and no article is 
duplicated in the two), a complete “ abstract 
and brief chronicle” of the progress of knowl- 
edge in all that pertains to the physician’s call- 
ing, and-wé hope that in all respects these peri- 
odicals will be found fully worthy of the con- 
tinued liberal patronage of the profession. 





News AND MiIscELLANY. 


A Chance for Quacks. 


The following, from the Lancet, is not bad :— 
That the Cretans are always liars, we know on 
the best authority ; that they will continue to 
be slow bellies is not so certain. Drastic thera- 
peutics, following in the wake of imported em- 
pirics, will soon put their digestive apparatus 
to a crucial test. Certificated medical men are 
so scarce in the island, while their fees are so 
prohibitory, that the Government is absolutely 
driven to invite the services of the quack. Only 
fifteen of the former are available among @ 
population of 300,000. These, moreover, re- 
side, without exception, in the towns, where. 
the peasantry, when ill, have to call on them. 
£1 is their fee for a visit to the nearest village ; 
while £4, £5, £6, and even £10 are charged 
for visits further inland. The country quack 
used to attend his.rustic clientéle for from twenty 
to thirty piastres, but he has for some time 
been prohibited from practice, as an irregular 
titioner. The Government, however, at the 
instance of 7000 Cretans, has reinstated him; - 
while there is an ample opening for our friend 
the “‘ doctor in absentia,” whether he hail from 
the right bank of the Rhine, from Jersey, oF 


from Philadelphia. 











